EZRA1&2: W
The Preliminaries [ (%

> Chapter 1 records the
end of the Babylonian
exile by King Cyrus

> The “Babylonian™ Jews

overnight became the
“Persian” Jews

> BEzra 1:5 *“..all whose
spirit God had stirred....”’

> Only 5% of the Jews
were motivated to return
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> Prlests had a spiritual and personal motlvatlon to
return, because they had lost their status in Babylon

> Levites less anxious to return, because they owned
the less prestigious positions

> Heads of their Father’'s Clans had an economic
Incentive to return, in order to reclaim their land
holdings in Judah



The Psalm of Asaph

7%= Do not keep silent, O God! Do not Hold
| "'_f-f,LF Your peace, And do not be still, O God!
o ?";..; . For behold, Your enemies make a tumult;

' ';: ' 1- s
against Your people, And consulted together against Your

sheltered ones. They have said, “Come, and let us cut

them off from being a nation, That the name of

Israel may be remembered no more.” For they have
consulted together with one consent; They forma

confederacy against You: (Psalm 83:1-5 NKJV)



NETHINIM AND SOLOMON'’S

SE R\Q{A NTS

& > Nethinim = Temple
™ workers

il I > Solomon’s servants goes
~  back to time that David

appointed his own priests
and workers

Savalll > Priesthood didn’t seem to
= have a problem with them
- doing “Temple” work,
even though technically it
was against the Torah



JEWS? OR NOT JEWS?

B> Some of the returnees
could not prove their
claim of being Jews

o) Y Couldn’t have claimed

. &K land, so motivation to
2&dl (¥ go to Judah had to be
W W spiritual

# N> Vs. 61, names of Jews
who clalmed to be

Priests, but couldn’t

prove it

1> Not allowed to serve
as Priests until it could
be verified




THE TIRSHITA
TAKES CHARGE

> The Tirshita would not
allow the non-verified
Priests to eat the Holy
food portions Lev. 2, 7

> The only means of
verification was a High
Priest using the Urim
and Thummim

> Tirshita = Persian word
for governor

> Was probably either
Zerubbabel or
Sheshbazzar

URIM & THUMMIM




SUMMARY OF THE RETURNEES

> 42 360 returned, those who
were Jews and who claimed
to be Jews

> (,337 slaves Non-Jdews

» 200 males and female
singers
> Not Levites, but rather

musicians for the
entertainment of the wealthy

> 8,000 animals, beasts of
burden for the journey

> Current residents of Judah
NOT happy about these
returning Jews coming to
reclaim lands and homes




EZRA CHAPTER 3:
GATHERING “AS ONE MAN”

' B 1 /7th month means month
| ” Wl of Tishri

“The people of Israel”
continues the belief of

M the Jews that they

| ol l represented all 12 tribes
i ‘> Ke-ish echad = as one
"W} man

% ¥ Means one in mind and
E A spirit, not in flesh

» Carries over to Eph.2:15




Yeshua, 1st High Priest of the
return

Did NOT organize to rebuild
the Temple, just the Altar

Sacrifice was seen as the
MOST important thing

|ldeological schism between
Jews who stayed behind and
returning Jews

Diaspora Jews believed that
with their new “Judaism” they
had an alternate means to
atonement and harmony with
God

FIRST GOAL:
REBUILD THE

Humankind prefers our ways to 74/«

God’s ways




OF THE LANDS”

> New Altar built on foundation
of Solomon’s Altar

> Ammim ha-eretz = people
of the lands

> Means people other than the
returning Jews

> Tamid = daily burnt offerings

> (th month Tishri:

W > 1stday = Yom Teruah (later
- called Rosh Hashanna)

, E > 10 day = Yom Kippur

= » 15t day = Sukkot



THEY DID THE BEST THEY COULD
IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES

Because of no Temple, they
could only do some of the ritual m

Torah Law W
Kal V'homer, light vs. heavy
Better to do as much as you can,

rather than choose to do nothing
or invent something else entirely

Timing of the events of Ezra and .
Nehemiah are Challenging Why are good paragraphs important?

Bible divided into chapter in the
1200’s A.D., then into verses in
the 1500's A.D.

Chapters and Paragraphs
denote CHANGE




e

e

C B & g S e/

N WS VSR T

neoples zeale.

‘e chitozenof Solomons ey
uaﬁtg '3':: ::lj:'llmmufz“outat, the
s 20 o SopDeretD,Lhechitbzen of [[de:

mSD: ‘Thechilozenof Faalah, che il

s Ehechilnzen of Shephattah,oh
| chinzenofatt thechilnzen of Pach
Aot | peth of thahthﬁil',ifﬁmmufll 2m
fetem | e MIthe® Methinimis,and theel
= [nzen of*Solomons [eynants,vercthzee
o hunbiednineticand o,

211 g0 2fmthelewers they Which Went bp
from Zel-melab, Zel-Darla,Eherub,
2bpan,nd Fmmer: butthey conld not
fheibe theit fathers houfe, and theie

oo (oD, Wihiether thepwere of Fifvact,

" so Thecnmenof Delaiab, thechil:
bzen of Eobialy, thehilbzenof Reko:
Da:fice hundacdfifticand tivg, i

61 (L 2ino ofthechinzenof thye priefts:
thechiinzen of Habatah, the chidzen o
2303, the chilozen of Bavsiiar, (Which
7 tootica Wifeof hedangbters of * 25ars|
sillaithe Giieabite, and 10ag called af:
feveheir name.) :
62 Thiefefought theiv vegifter amons
thole that Wwere veckoned by geneal
| me, but they Ywevenot found : thevefoze

14 da |ihere thep Tas poliuted , put feom the
ke |DACRIO0D,

i 63 Znb the [ Tichatha fan vuto

1 ey, eljat they Moulbnot eate of the

nlpl}lju%tbings, till theee ffood bp a
“Ewd 28 prie(EW0iEh ™ @rim #Wih Thivmmin,
i 64 LEhewbhole Congregationto-
gether, Wasfourticand tibo thoufand,
thaeeTumnzen and thaeelcoze :

65 Wefive their leruants: any their
mams,ofbhom thetewesefeuen tho
fand, thyee hundzen thiveic anp feu
ann Ll)crg were gmiong them o hun:
Diedfmgingmen, and fngingonter.

66 Theirhorfes werefenen hunvien,
thictie anb fire: theie mules, fbo hun:
D2 fousticand fine: i

67 Their camels, fonve Hundien,

thivtpann fiue: theivaffes, five thonfang, :

Teuentunenano tventi,

68 @D omeof thechicfeofthefa:| |

thers, Ibhienthey came to the houfe of
b I oun Whidys at Perutatem, of:
exen frecty f: the houle of Gon, fo et
ithpinbisplace:
59 They gaueaftcr theicabilitie. b

= B0 the*treafieof thewvozke, thaeelto:
and ane thoufaud drammes of qoive,
b fiug thouland pouno of fuer, anp
Sttehumen prietts garments,

Cha i

boenof Datkon,thechildzenof Giobel, |

lanng:ﬂ;uaﬂlcfngmf Fozanak, anp
i

TheAltar,
70 Sothe pricfts and the Lenites,

and fomeofthepeople.and thefngers,

ana the pozters, and the Nethmims,

Dibelt i thete cities, and all Fleael i

thetrcitics,

< TC Tl
repared. §

e Laidin greatioy & mouming,

D When the Teventh

I moncth Was ome, and

the chilbzen of Jlvae] were
ingherities : thepeople ga

= thered themfelues toge-

ther,as onemanto Fevulalent.

2 Ehei food by Feuathefonme|
of Josanak, & hishethien the priefis,| ™
anp” Zeenbbabel thefonne of* Sheat: | v
f1el, and his bethzen, and buibed the| >
2itar of the God of Jlrael, to offe
buentoffrings theveotd, agicis “Wzitten |
nthelaw of Pofestheman of Gov,
| 3 Hudthepletthe altar bpon hishas| s
(es; (foz feave washpon them, becauleof | Oeorr=s:
(the peopleofthofle countreys) anb thep

ceed buvnt offerings theveon bnto
{theik o 8 ®, cven burnitofferings, moy
|ninganoencning.
| 4 Thepheptalfothe feaftof tabers
{acles,” asos Weitten, and *offred the |
|Daply burntoffrings, by number,acco
|Dingtothe culfomme, Tasthe ductieof ¢
|tery apreauired: e

5 2D afeer)bard offered the conti
nuall buent offecing, both of thenew |-
moones, and of all the fet feafts o
the L on», that Were confervaten,
and of encry one thatvillingly ofeed,

2| |offered @ free Will offering buto thel

LoBp. :

6 From the ficlkvay of the Guenth
imaoneth, began they to offer burnt offe:
[ringsvntothe IL o w2 :butthet foun:
pation of the temple of the ZL o
| Tas not yeclain,

7 Ehey gaue money alfo duto

{miafons, and to the || carpenters, an

|meate, andminke, and opie, butothen

|of Zibon.anbtothem of Tyse tobuing)

| €ear trees from Zebanon to the fed

(of " Foppa: accoding o thegrantthat | Adssa:
theyhao of Cyuskingof Pechia.

3 CRowinthe feconoyereofthere
conuming bnto theboule of Gon Iii?l:‘.‘r:-l
rufalem, tthe fecondmoneth , bedai|
Zerubbabel e fontie of Shealticl,

the

» A LEAP AHEAD

IN TIME

In Ezra Chapter 3, paragraph
break after verse 8 is in the
wrong place

Should be after verse 6

After verse 6, leap from 2nd
year of Cyrus, to beginning of
the reign of Darius

About 17 or 18 years pass

Simply not enough time for
Jewish leaders to journey back,
create plans for new Temple,
order materials, have them
arrive, and build



